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Special Needs Children within the French school system** 

Evaluate child. Diagnose. Is therapy warranted? Determine if further referrals necessary (i.e. other specialists in SPRINT, the medical 

community, or in French system). 

 

MATERNELLE (nursery school, pre-k and kindergarten, ages 3-5; PS, MS, GS) 

 Clinicians  diagnoses and written reports (bilans) are submitted to parents, physicians, school professionals/clinicians also involved in 

the care of the child, and to MDPH (Maison Departemental des Personnes Handicapees).  

 MDPH sometimes accepts professional evaluations outside the French system with a translation of your summary of in French. 

 Clinicians can assist parents in establishing contact with school team (teacher, director/directrice, school psychologist, medecin 

scolaire) and set up meetings to formulate an appropriate education plan. 

 Clinicians may help parents find a specialist in the French system (orthophoniste, psychomotricienne, neurologist etc) or make 

referrals to a CMPP (Centre Medico-Psycho-Pedagogique) for a multi-disciplinary assessment. 

 Clinicians sometimes help contribute to the child’s PPS (Project Personnalise de Scolarisation) --similar to an IEP in the U.S. 

 Clinicians assist with the PAI (Project d’Accueil Indvidualise) a plan for students with learning disabilities that does not fall under 

classification as a major disability such as a child with dyslexia. 

 Clinicians encourage parents to stay on top of child’s performance inside and outside of school. 

 Clinicians encourage parents to get therapy in either French or English or both if possible. 

 Encourage parents to find a French psychologist for their team and be present at various school meetings. 

Classroom Options in Maternelle: 

 Inclusion or mainstreamed with peers 

 Inclusion with an AVS (Auxiliaire de Vie Scolaire)-- shadow or aide 

 CAMSP (Center d’Action Medico-Sociale Precoce), a medicalized early intervention center provides evaluations and therapy for 

children birth-6 yrs. 

 EMS (Etablissement Medico-Social) public or private facility for individuals with significant disabilities some centers accept children 

younger than 6. These centers are for cognitive impairments, behavior problems, sensory and/or motor impairments, auditory and 

visual impairments. 

ECOLE PRIMAIRE (elementary schools grades 1-5, ages 6-11; CP, CE1, CE2, CM1, CM2) 

Same as process as for Maternelle  

Classroom Options in Ecole Primaire: 

 Inclusion with an AVS  

 Discourage redoublement (repeating a grade) 

 CLIS (Les Classes pour l’Iinclusion Scolaire): CLIS1: class for cognitive and mental impairments, CLIS2 class for the hard of 

hearing/Deaf, CLIS3: class for visual deficits, CLIS4: class for motor disorders and those with multiple disabilities 

 EMS (Etablissement Medico-Social)  

 CNED (Center National d’Enseignement a Distance) distance learning for children who cannot access an educational institution due 

to extended illness or severe disability or absence of a nearby facility 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLEGE (jr high school grades 6-9, ages 11-15; 6eme, 5e, 4e, 3e) 

 Similar process as Ecole Primaire however a parent must meet with the Principal (Headmaster), Infirmiere, Conseiller d’Orientation 

(guidance counselor) to establish the specific needs of his/her child and a PPS. 

 Parents and clinicians when possible should meet with the Professeur Principal (Homeroom Teacher) and make individual 

appointments with all other class instructors (History, Math, French, Science, Sports, Arts Plastiques…) to best help the child 

 Encourage parents to find a French psychologist for their team and be present at various school meetings. 

 Clinicians can make a brief handout in French about the child as a way to introduce him to his individual teachers before they are 

actually acquainted and are familiar with the child’s needs (i.e. adaptive material, use of a computer, etc.) 

Classroom Options in College: 

 Inclusion with an AVS  

 CLIS/ULIS (Unites Localisee pour l’Inclusion Scolaire) special classrooms for children with varying degrees of impairments which 

allows children to be mainstreamed into regular classrooms whenever appropriate. 

 SEGPA (Section d’Enseignement General et Professionnel Adapte) in some colleges classrooms combining general academics with 

vocational training. 

 EREA (Etablissement Regional d’Enseignement Adapte) regional school for adolescents with serious academic and social issues, 

physical and/or sensory disabilities. Majority of these offer boarding. 

 CNED 

 CAP (Certificat d’Aptitude Professionnelle) is a pre-professional training certificate for students in SEGPA which helps them gain 

immediate employment or to integrate into a Lycee Professionnel.  

LYCEE (High School grades 10-12, ages 15-18, 2nd, 1ere, Terminale) 

 Similar process to the College, a students with special needs will continue to require a PPS 

Classroom Options in Lycee: 

 Inclusion with an AVS 

 ULIS 

 CNED 

 Lycee Professional 

 

MDPH (Maison Departemental des Personnes Handicapees) http://www.mdph.fr/ 

 Parents must register their child as early as possible to attain timely evaluations needed for their child’s educational plan. Every two 

years, a parent must renew their file with the MDPH in order to continue to receive therapies and monetary compensation for 

expenses related to their child’s education.  

 Each Département has at least one MDPH, some have several. As demand increases, the waiting time for the MDPH to process new 
dossiers is getting longer in many places. 

 A diagnosis is necessary for a child to be 'pris en charge' by the MDPH.  Clinician’s evaluations and written reports (bilans) are 
submitted to the MDPH, along with an estimate of the cost of various interventions.  For reports written in English, most MDPH will 
accept a summary with recommendations translated into French.  Some MDPH now require a medical doctor to sign off on all 
reports.  To be on the safe side advise parents to ask their pediatrician to do this.   

 

**Resource for all information above: AAWE Guide to Education in France 8th Edition  http://aaweparis.org/pages/publications.html 
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